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Welcome to the  

 

 
 

 

Information for new students, parents  

and friends of the Wunderschule 

 

 

Principal: Sabine Mentgen 

consultation hours: every day from 1:30 pm to 2 pm and on appointment  

Telephone: 0208 – 8485970 

E-mail: wunderschule@oberhausen.de 
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Dear new students and parents,  

we’d like to welcome you to the new school year. With this information we’d like to 

make the start at school easier for you. 

 

Overall concept: 

We don’t expect wonders, but many beautiful things. 

Our pedagogical focus: 

Democracy 

Practicing democracy means enabling social experience, participation and to live to-

gether democratically. This means that children get the chance of participation, self-

determination and responsibility for themselves, other people and the environment. 

Culture 

An aesthetic and cultural education enables the children to develop their own per-

sonality and to find their own way of expressing their wishes, hopes and imagina-

tions. This is also a valuable basis for inclusivity.  

Sustainability 

At the Wunderschule sustainability combines motion, sports, healthy nutrition and 

respect for environment and nature. People who are balanced and who promote and 

make demand on body and mind likewise, experience themselves and other people 

more sensitively. This also promotes the children’s health, sense of responsibility, 

balance, concentration and learning aptitude.  

Diversity 

At the Wunderschule all children learn together. Particularly talented children, stu-

dents from other countries and children needing special needs education are all 

equally welcome and taught in the same classes. We understand the children’s di-

versity and their different needs as a chance to learn from one another. We want 

every student to discover his or her individual talent and to enable them the possibil-

ity to bring it into the community. 
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Information about the Wunderschule: 

The Wunderschule is an elementary school with three or four classes per year and 
full-time childcare after school. The institution supporting our school is the city of 
Oberhausen.  
 
Currently about 300 children attend the Wunderschule within 13 classes. In every 
class there are particularly talented children as well as children needing special 
needs education.  
 
Our team consists of teachers, a trainee teacher, two social workers, a secretary, a 
janitor and the employees of the full-time childcare. 
 
There are also artists, music school teachers and many other assistants whom we 
count as members of our team.  
 
The Wunderschule wants to work together with all the people who are part of the 
school: students, parents, the aid association and institutions in the area. All these 
people support the school with their ideas and their commitment. 
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Now you will receive some information concerning the first day at school: 

 
First day at school  

Thursday, August 19th 2021 is your child’s first day at school.  

We would like to start with a small ceremony. Afterwards, the children will have their 

first lesson. The first day at school ends at 11:45 am.  

If the weather is good enough we serve coffee and cake in the school yard as well. 

Before the ceremony there will be a church service. 

 

Parent-teacher conference   

At the beginning of each semester there will be parent-teacher conferences. There 

you will be informed about important news. You will also have the time to ask some 

questions.  

It is also a good opportunity to get to know other parents.  

Sadly, there won’t be enough time for individual conversations. If you would like to 

know your child’s level of proficiency you can either attend the parents’ day which 

takes place once a semester or make an appointment with the teacher. 

 

Letters/e-mails for parents 

Letters and e-mails will inform you about important news about the school or your 

child’s class. They also give information and overviews about important dates. 

Sometimes your child will just copy small texts from the blackboard into a notebook 

that is only used for that purpose.  

Therefore, we recommend checking this notebook every day.  

Many of our colleagues write e-mails to save paper. Therefore, it is very important 

that we always have your current phone number and e-mail address.  

Once a semester, the “Wunderzeitung” will be published by the newspaper club. It 

informs its readers about current developments and events at the school and gives 

other special information.  

Furthermore, the latest information and letters by the principal are always published 

on our homepage www.wunderstrasse-ob.de.  
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Collaboration with parents  

Parents have the right to participate in their child’s class as well as in school. Parents 

can also help within the class: they can for example read books with children, help 

children writing stories or accompany excursions.  

 

Excuses 

You have to inform us directly if your child cannot attend school. In order to excuse 

your child, please call the school (Tel. 0208-8485970) before the lesson starts and 

tell us your child’s name and his/her class. 

If your child has a contagious disease you have to inform us immediately. In addition 

to that, we always need a handwritten excuse from you. In this excuse you have to 

write your child’s name and class and the reason for his/her absence (if there is dan-

ger of contagion).  

If you plan a leave of absence for one or two days please talk to his/her teacher. If 

your leave of absence is supposed to last longer than one or two days the principal 

will have to be consulted. Leaves of absence before or after the holidays are not al-

lowed. You can find a form for that purpose on our website if you click “Downloads”.  

 

Aid association 

Luckily, our school has had an aid association for many years now. Members of the 

association have to pay an annual fee of 10 €. With this money we mostly buy teach-

ing material. At the moment, the aid association supports our school building’s em-

bellishment. The association also organizes a disco for the children. In some cases 

the association gives grants for excursions or class trips. As the aid association is a 

charitable organization it is allowed to issue contribution receipts. We would be hap-

py if you joined the association. 

 

Photographer 

In the first days after the holidays our photographer Mrs. Schulze will visit the school 

and take photos of the classes as well as portraits of the children. 

You will be able to buy these photos afterwards. 

If they want to the children are allowed to bring their cornet of cardboard given to 

children in Germany on their first day at school (“Schultüte”) for these photos too.  
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Breakfast  

It is very important that children who do not like to eat in the morning have enough 

time to have breakfast during the break. Please make sure your child has a healthy 

breakfast and water for school. You also have the possibility to order milk for your 

child. 

Because of the “BrotZeit“ project we can offer a healthy breakfast for free from 7:30 

am to 8:15 am.  

The Wunderschule participates at a project by the EU that offers fruit at schools. 

Therefore, there will be fruit snacks every day during the break as well.   

 

Services 

During the school year there will be four ecumenical services for all the classes in the 

catholic church St. Katharina and in the protestant church Pauluskirche (Thanksgiv-

ing, Christmas, Easter, end of the school year). 

The first day at school will be celebrated with a service as well. Moreover, there are 

rotating services every Thursday for the different grades during the first lesson. They 

take place in the catholic church St. Katharina and in the protestant church Pau-

luskirche too.  

 

Good Souls 

Our secretary Mrs. Jacobsen is an important contact person for you. If you have 

questions concerning the school or if you want to call your child in sick or need an 

application for the full-time childcare she is the right person to contact. She also 

helps you in small cases of emergency and is able to be contacted from Monday to 

Tuesday from 7:30 am to 1 pm.  

Our janitor Mr. Aßmann takes care of all the small and big things around our school. 

He fixes damages and is the contact person responsible for lost property. At the par-

ents’ day lost property can be found at the entrance. All items of lost property that are 

not picked up are donated.  

Our cleaners take care of the rooms. Therefore, our school is still well looked after 

even after so many years.  

 

Homework  

Homework as you probably know it only exists at the very beginning. Afterwards, 

homework will be replaced by weekly schedules (“Wochenpläne”). The children will 

be able to work on these schedules in their study time. There will be three study time 

lessons every week during which the children are supported by teachers as well as 

by workers from the full-time childcare. We consider the study time as an important 

training for the children’s independence and ability to organize.  
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Please check your child’s backpack and practice reading and calculating with your 

child every day. It is also very important that you check your child’s weekly schedule 

and that you make sure it is finished at the end of the week.  

 

JeKits  

JeKits is the abbreviation of “An instrument for every kid/dance/singing”. It is a music 

pedagogical project by the federal state of NRW for the Ruhr Area and supplements 

the music lessons at school.  

We can offer this project because of our cooperation with Oberhausen’s music 

school. At the school meeting we voted for “dancing” as our focus. In first grade we 

start with a basic training during one lesson a week which supplements the music 

lessons. In second grade the children can become members of the dance club. In 

first grade the children’s participation is obligatory and therefore for free. In second 

grade the offer is still integrated into music lessons but with costs. You will be in-

formed about this supplemental offer at the parent-teacher conference. From second 

grade on you can decide if your child participates at the project or not.  

 

Non-desirable  

Mobile phones, MP3-players, smartwatches and lighters etc. are unwanted and not 

needed at school. They disturb the lessons and can lead to dangerous situations. 

Please make sure that your child does not take any of these objects to school! 

 

Godchildren 

Every first grader will be supported by a godchild from third grade especially at the 

beginning.  

 

Curatorship 

As your child now attends school there will be many new tasks. You will be able to 

participate at different tasks within lessons and education. The most important possi-

bility for participation is the school meeting which consists of parents and teachers.  

During school meetings different aspects of education and lessons are discussed.  

But the school meeting is not your only possibility to participate. Because of your 

child’s school attendance you automatically are a member of his/her class’s curator-

ship.  The class teacher is a member of this curatorship too. Therefore, parents and 

teachers can discuss together about the class’s education and lessons. The parents 

elect a chairperson and a vice chairperson for the class’s curatorship.  

The chair people of the different classes’ curatorships form the school’s curatorship. 

They elect a chairperson and a vice person for the school curatorship as well as the 

parents’ representative in school meeting.  
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Rules for parents 

It is very important to respect the school yard as well as the school as the children’s 

personal space. Therefore, we kindly ask you to say goodbye in front of the red line. 

Thank you! 

 

“Schultüte” 

The so called “Schultüte” is a large cornet of cardboard filled with sweets and little 

presents that is traditionally given to children in Germany on their first day at school. 

In former times the cornets were usually filled with candy. Nowadays, it is more 

common to fill it with “healthier” alternatives like books, pencils or stuffed animals.  

 

School social workers 

Mrs. Seckler and Mrs. Wallmann are our school social workers. Their office is in room 

no. 12. 

Mrs. Seckler:  Tel. 0178-6940742; E-Mail: sseckler@awo-oberhausen.de 

Mrs. Wallmann:  Tel. 0178-3716515; E-Mail: jwallmann@awo-oberhausen.de 

 

Social education workers 

At our school students are supported individually.  

Our social education workers work in a team with the class teachers and support the 

children during first and second grade.  

They also have the possibility to deepen the children’s knowledge by revising im-

portant topics from the lessons in small groups.  

 

Schedule  

1. Lesson:   08.10 am 

2. Lesson:     09.00 am 

Break:   09.45 am 

3. Lesson:   10.15 am 

4. Lesson:   11.00 am 

Break:   11.45 am 

5. Lesson:   12.05 pm 

6. Lesson:   12.50 pm 

End of school:  13.30 pm 

 

Full-time childcare: 07.30 am to 4.00 am  
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Accident insurance 

Your child will have an accident insurance via the “Rheinischer Gemeindeunfallversi-

cherungsverband (UK NRW)“.  

The insurance includes every accident at school events as well as on your child’s 

way to school.  

In case of emergency you will be informed immediately. Therefore, it is very im-

portant that we have your emergency phone number. Please inform the school if your 

child had an accident on his/her way to school so that we can initiate the assumption 

of costs.  

 

Lost objects/clothes 

If your child has lost something please talk to our janitor, your child’s class teacher or 

an employee at the full-time childcare.  

At the parents’ day lost property can be found at the entrance.  

All items of lost property that are not picked up are donated. 

 

We are looking forward to welcoming you soon and hopefully under safe conditions.  

 

In the name of the team of the Wunderschule 

Yours Sabine Mentgen 

 

And at the end: 

Who are the people who are the most important at the beginning? 

 

Principal:    Mrs. Mentgen 

Secretary:    Mrs. Jacobsen 

Janitor:    Mr. Aßmann 

School social workers:  Mrs. Seckler, Mrs. Wallmann 

Social education worker: Mrs. Lehnhoff  

Mrs. Noveski 

Head of the full-time childcare: Mr. Jochheim 
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Own notes: 


